












































































































































































































































































General Fund
Regular Appropriation 9,404,900 11,744,800 11,890,700 14,595,600
Budget Reduction-General Fund -593,700
Reorganization Adjustment -110,000 -194,300
Other 1,705,000 2,080,000 2,573,400
 Total General Fund 10,516,200 13,714,800 14,269,800 14,595,600

Restricted Funds
Balance Forward 32,262 1,705 149,400
Current Receipts 146,520 148,619 150,600 150,000
 Total Restricted Funds 178,782 150,324 300,000 150,000

Federal Fund
Balance Forward 68,126 24,261 96,800 21,800
Current Receipts 101,821 53,200
 Total Federal Fund 68,126 126,082 96,800 75,000

SOURCE OF FUNDS

 EnactedRevised
FY 2021FY 2020

Actual
FY 2019

EXPENDITURES BY FUND SOURCE S S S S
General Fund 10,516,200 13,714,800 14,269,800 14,595,600
Restricted Funds 177,077 915 300,000 150,000
Federal Fund 43,866 29,268 75,000 75,000
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 10,737,143 13,744,982 14,644,800 14,820,600

EXPENDITURES BY CLASS S S S S
Personnel Costs 9,429,415 11,975,914 12,791,300 12,842,300
Operating Expenses 1,307,728 1,760,199 1,853,500 1,978,300
Grants Loans Benefits 8,870
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 10,737,143 13,744,982 14,644,800 14,820,600

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS 10,763,108 13,991,205 14,666,600 14,820,600

PEXPENDITURES BY UNIT S FY4_Detail_ExpByU
Commissioner 6,350,281 8,756,414 9,355,500 9,551,400
Corrections Training 1,819,494 2,148,320 2,108,000 2,112,700
Administrative Services 1,748,090 1,754,995 2,091,000 2,061,000
Division of Personnel 819,278 1,085,253 1,090,300 1,095,500
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 10,737,143 13,744,982 14,644,800 14,820,600

FY 2018
Actual

Corrections Management
Justice and Public Safety

Corrections Management provides the administrative and management functions for the Department of Corrections.  
These functions are achieved through the following program areas:  Office of the Commissioner, Division of Corrections 
Training, and Division of Administrative Services.   

The Office of the Commissioner provides departmental management and administrative support necessary for the 
Commissioner of Corrections to conduct statutorily assigned duties pursuant to KRS 196 and 197.  The Kentucky State 
Corrections Commission is administratively attached to the Office.  Also attached to the Office of the Commissioner is the 
Office of the Deputy Commissioner for Support Services, responsible for the Division of Corrections Training and Division 
of Administrative Services.  The Division of Population Management, Information Technology and Offender Information 
Branches, as well as, the Parole Board/Victims Services Division are also under the Office of the Deputy Commissioner of 
Support Services.  

The Division of Corrections Training, referenced in KRS 12.020, 16.090, 441.055, and 441.115, is responsible for 
developing curriculum and providing job training to corrections employees including staff in the county jails.   Instruction is 
provided through the Basic Academy program, the Common Core/Officer In-service program, Jail Training programs, and 
various specialized programs.

The Division of Administrative Services, referenced in KRS 12.020, is comprised of two branches that provide support 
services to the entire Department in accounting and purchasing, property inventory, and budgeting. 



General Fund
Regular Appropriation 271,096,300 311,464,000 324,174,900 357,631,000
Current Year Appropriation 4,501,800 13,415,600
Reorganization Adjustment -175,600 -327,400
Mandated Allotments 14,915,900
Other 26,635,318 -1,500,000 -2,493,400
 Total General Fund 302,233,418 324,704,300 334,769,700 357,631,000

Restricted Funds
Balance Forward 1,605,519 1,862,692 2,968,400 595,100
Current Receipts 17,106,840 15,553,316 15,573,900 17,398,800
Non-Revenue Receipts -1,372,923 -203,712
 Total Restricted Funds 17,339,436 17,212,296 18,542,300 17,993,900

Federal Fund
Balance Forward -259,834 -246,900
Current Receipts 227,050 286,597 272,500 193,000
Non-Revenue Receipts -414,657 246,900
 Total Federal Fund -187,607 26,763 272,500 193,000

SOURCE OF FUNDS

 EnactedRevised
FY 2021FY 2020

Actual
FY 2019

EXPENDITURES BY FUND SOURCE S S S S
General Fund 302,233,418 324,704,300 334,769,700 357,631,000
Restricted Funds 15,476,743 14,243,884 17,947,200 17,976,100
Federal Fund 72,227 273,624 272,500 193,000
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 317,782,388 339,221,808 352,989,400 375,800,100

EXPENDITURES BY CLASS S S S S
Personnel Costs 190,299,804 199,144,517 204,290,900 219,789,900
Operating Expenses 56,512,616 55,420,915 61,110,000 64,561,800
Grants Loans Benefits 69,559,863 83,928,125 86,838,500 90,638,400
Debt Service 926,500 149,000 460,000
Capital Outlay 480,757 579,250 750,000 350,000
Construction 2,848
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 317,782,388 339,221,808 352,989,400 375,800,100

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS 319,385,246 341,943,359 353,584,500 375,817,900

PEXPENDITURES BY UNIT S FY4_Detail_ExpByU
Institutions Operations 3,864,970 5,043,563 4,875,500 4,797,200
Medical Services 62,675,073 63,549,178 66,914,100 68,921,400
Education 5,066,468 5,463,433 6,037,600 8,536,100
Correctional Industries 11,162,086 11,183,833 12,861,200 12,890,100
Correctional Facilities 224,958,843 226,425,000 233,116,400 250,462,800
Mental Health 8,800,649 9,606,819 9,481,400 9,480,100
Private Prisons 1,254,300 17,949,983 19,703,200 20,712,400
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 317,782,388 339,221,808 352,989,400 375,800,100

FY 2018
Actual

Adult Correctional Institutions
Justice and Public Safety

Adult Correctional Institutions is comprised of 12 state correctional facilities and one contracted correctional facility for 
adult felon offenders.  Seven additional programmatic areas serve all institutions and their incarcerated populations:  the 
Division of Operations, the Division of Mental Health, the Division of Substance Abuse, Education programs, Inmate 
Medical Services, the Division of Adult Institutions and the Division of Correctional Industries.  

The Division of Operations, pursuant to KRS 197.505, 197.065, 196.240, and 197.110, supervises and directs the 
following activities:  coordination of academic and technical programs, coordination of dietary and health programs for 
state owned facilities, and coordination of security threat group information.
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The Division of Mental Health is responsible for providing mental health treatment services to Kentucky’s 
incarcerated, paroled, and probated populations.  The Division is comprised of three units:  sex offender treatment 
programs, the Sex Offender Risk Assessment Unit, and psychiatric and psychological out-patient services.   

Inmate Medical Services, pursuant to KRS 197.020, provides necessary health services to inmates committed to the 
Department.  Services are performed at each institutional location through institutional medical staff, personal service 
contracts, and outside referrals to local specialists and hospitals.  The provision of medical services is monitored, 
authorized, and reviewed by a system-wide Medical Director.   Beneficiaries of the Division of Inmate Medical 
Services also include the state inmates housed in local jails who are able to participate in the healthcare network 
administered through the Division.  County jail inmates are now beneficiaries of the healthcare network in 
accordance with KRS 441.560.   

Kentucky Correctional Industries (KCI), as authorized by KRS 197.200, produces goods and services employing 
inmate labor.  Kentucky Correctional Industries is a self-supporting operation, receiving only restricted funds for 
operations in nine of the Department’s state-operated institutions.  Twenty-one separate plants produce products and 
provide services such as office furniture, recycling, license tags, janitorial products, printing, mattresses, ergonomic 
chairs, signage, furniture refurbishing, and office panel systems. Data entry, coupon sorting, Braille printing services, 
and mail services are also offered by KCI. 

Also administered by the Division of Correctional Industries is the Institutional Farm program.  Farm programs are 
currently operated at Blackburn Correctional Complex, Northpoint Training Center, Roederer Correctional Complex, 
and Western Kentucky Correctional Complex.  Current farm operations consist of cattle (including commercial cattle 
and a prime Registered Angus herd), grain, hay, orchards, vegetables, and freshwater shrimp.  The farm program 
also has a working agreement with the Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation, and operates a refuge for retired 
thoroughbred horses at the Blackburn Correctional Complex.   

Correctional Institutions 

Kentucky State Reformatory (KSR) is a medium security institution with current operational capacity of 1,051 
inmates located near LaGrange in Oldham County.  The inmate population is divided into four segments:  general 
population, special management unit, nursing care facility, and mental health unit.  Since 1980, KSR has converted 
designated living areas into single cell facilities and opened a new 150-bed mental health unit during 1998.  In 1995 
KSR opened the Nursing Care Facility which houses inmates in need of medical care due to their medical condition. 

Kentucky State Penitentiary (KSP) is a maximum security institution with an operational capacity of 914 inmates, 
located near Eddyville in Lyon County.  The inmate population is separated into three major 
groups:  general population, protective custody, and disciplinary/administrative segregation.  KSP also houses the 
state’s capital punishment unit.   

Blackburn Correctional Complex (BCC) is a minimum security institution with an operational capacity of 320 
inmates located near Lexington in Fayette County.  The institution programmatically directs inmates to halfway 
houses or returns the inmate to the community by parole, based upon the individual’s demonstrated conduct, 
program performance, and need. 

Bell County Forestry Camp (BCFC) is a minimum security institution with an operational capacity of 300 inmates 
located near Pineville in Bell County.  The institution provides manpower to the Division of Forestry for fire 
suppression in Bell and seven surrounding counties during fire season along with road, highway garage, and 
community service details. 

Kentucky Correctional Institution for Women (KCIW), the only state institutional facility for women in the 
Commonwealth, is located in PeeWee Valley in Shelby County, and has an operational capacity of 733 
inmates.  All levels of security and all levels of medical services must be provided since virtually all female prisoners 
are housed at KCIW.   

Eastern Kentucky Correctional Complex (EKCC) is a medium security institution with an operational capacity of 
1,930 inmates located near West Liberty in Morgan County.  The facility is the second largest correctional institution 
in the state, providing inmates with employment opportunities, academic resources, and vocational programs. 

Western Kentucky Correctional Complex (WKCC) is a medium security institution with an operational capacity of 
493 inmates located near Caldwell County.  The institution operates a full farm operation on 2,500 acres, a 
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community work program for surrounding parks and cities, and the Correctional Industries recycling program 
serving the surrounding counties.  Ross-Cash Center (R-CC) is located on the grounds of Western Kentucky 
Correctional Complex in Lyon County and has an operational capacity of 200 female inmates.  The facility, which 
opened in October 2015, is named for two correctional employees killed in the line of duty during the 1980s. 

Roederer Correctional Complex (RCC) is a medium security institution with an operational capacity of 1,238 
inmates located near LaGrange in Oldham County.  The institution operates the Department’s Assessment and 
Classification Center, serving all incoming male inmates with the exception of inmates sentenced to capital 
punishment.  The institution also operates a full farm operation on approximately 2,800 acres.  

Luther Luckett Correctional Complex (LLCC) is a medium security institution with an operational capacity of 
1,204 inmates, also located near LaGrange in Oldham County.  The facility houses two separate institutions:  the 
Department of Correction’s prison facility and the Cabinet for Health and Family Services' Kentucky Correctional 
Psychiatric Center (KCPC).  Due to KCPC, the inmate population has a variety of psychological, pharmaceutical, 
recreational, academic, vocational, and substance abuse programs available.   

Green River Correctional Complex (GRCC) is a medium security institution with an operational capacity of 982 
inmates located near Central City in Muhlenberg County.   

Northpoint Training Center (NTC) is a medium security institution with an operational capacity of 1,270 inmates 
located near Danville in Boyle County.  The institution operates a prison farm, along with counseling, academic, 
and vocational programs. 

Little Sandy Correctional Complex (LSCC) is located near Sandy Hook in Elliott County and has an operational 
capacity of 1,062 inmates.  Programming at the new institution consists of basic educational and vocational 
training classes, as well as psychological services.  Correctional industries programs are planned in the near 
future. 

Southeast State Correctional Complex (SSCC) is a leased medium security facility with an operational capacity 
of 656 inmates located in Wheelwright in Floyd County.   

Lee Adjustment Center (LAC) is located near Beattyville in Lee County and has an operational capacity of 866 
inmates.  The Department contracts with CoreCivic for operation of this medium security facility.   

Policy 

The Budget of the Commonwealth includes supplemental General Fund appropriations for the current fiscal year, 
fiscal year 2020, for several areas. These include $3,277,200 in fiscal year 2020 for locality pay premium for North 
Region correctional officers to promote recruitment and retention to offset high vacancy rates in prisons located in 
Oldham County, and $3,273,000 for preparation costs to open the new Southeast State Correctional Complex. 
The base budget of the Correctional institutions was underfunded in the 2018-20 biennial budget. An additional 
$6,865,400 is provided in fiscal year 2020 to maintain operations.

In fiscal year 2021, $17,700,000 is budgeted for a full year’s operations of the new Southeast State Correctional 
Complex. The opening of this facility was in response to an overcrowding of state felons housed in county jails 
and the reduction of 1,269 since 2016 at the Kentucky State Reformatory and Blackburn Correctional Complex 
due to the deterioration of dormitory physical plants. Moreover, the inability to recruit and retain correctional staff 
at the Reformatory contributed to the reduction in usable capacity. Funding in the amount of $8,213,400 is added 
in fiscal year 2021 to increase the base operations budget that was accommodated with the fiscal year 2020 
supplemental funding. To maintain the locality pay premium for North Region correctional officers, an additional 
$6,031,100 is included in the budget. An additional $2,007,400 is also included for increased medical costs.

The Budget of the Commonwealth includes General Fund debt service in the amount of $460,000 in fiscal year 
2021 to support new bonds for capital projects.  
  
The budget includes new funding in the amount of $2,500,000 from the General Fund in fiscal year 2021 to 
respond to an ongoing federal class action lawsuit related to the awarding of education good time credit. This 
funding will address recommendations from a state assessment on education good time credit program and 
ensure accountability of the program.    
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General Fund
Regular Appropriation 205,363,200 244,656,300 245,505,700 244,925,600
Current Year Appropriation 3,801,300
Mandated Allotments 52,132,600
Other -29,406,718 -580,000 -80,000
 Total General Fund 228,089,082 244,076,300 249,227,000 244,925,600

Restricted Funds
Balance Forward 4,279,360 2,463,074 2,192,000 728,300
Current Receipts 3,480,277 4,005,932 6,412,400 6,500,600
Non-Revenue Receipts 2,000,000 2,000,000 3,000,000
 Total Restricted Funds 7,759,637 8,469,006 10,604,400 10,228,900

Federal Fund
Balance Forward 239,133 -2,500
Current Receipts 853,742 190,238 1,195,500 694,900
Non-Revenue Receipts -361,000 2,500
 Total Federal Fund 492,742 429,371 1,195,500 694,900

SOURCE OF FUNDS

 EnactedRevised
FY 2021FY 2020

Actual
FY 2019

EXPENDITURES BY FUND SOURCE S S S S
General Fund 228,089,082 244,076,300 249,227,000 244,925,600
Restricted Funds 5,296,563 6,277,016 9,876,100 10,228,900
Federal Fund 253,610 431,908 1,195,500 694,900
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 233,639,255 250,785,224 260,298,600 255,849,400

EXPENDITURES BY CLASS S S S S
Personnel Costs 52,845,249 59,948,976 63,854,100 63,355,000
Operating Expenses 9,939,942 11,684,162 11,811,800 10,233,700
Grants Loans Benefits 170,846,043 179,116,804 184,632,700 182,260,700
Capital Outlay 8,020 35,284
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 233,639,255 250,785,224 260,298,600 255,849,400

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS 236,341,462 252,974,677 261,026,900 255,849,400

PEXPENDITURES BY UNIT S FY4_Detail_ExpByU
Probation and Parole Program 56,917,413 61,605,837 62,737,000 62,702,300
Local Facilities Operations 1,131,689 1,317,400 1,291,600 1,289,800
Local Facilities - Jail Program 138,356,397 145,042,600 146,712,600 143,461,700
Community Corrections
Commission

731,400 636,000 670,500 670,500

Halfway Houses 26,057,997 27,744,251 29,713,900 29,713,900
Substance Abuse Programs 9,283,060 12,029,441 14,063,500 13,403,500
Reentry Division 1,161,300 2,409,696 5,109,500 4,607,700
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 233,639,255 250,785,224 260,298,600 255,849,400

FY 2018
Actual

Community Services and Local Facilities
Justice and Public Safety

The Community Corrections area is comprised of the Division of Local Facilities, County Jail Program, Halfway House 
program, Kentucky Corrections Commission, the Division of Re-entry, Probation and Parole, and Community Substance 
Abuse.   Pursuant to KRS Chapter 439, the Halfway House program provides rehabilitation in community residential 
correctional centers throughout the Commonwealth where inmates are transitioned prior to their release.  Pursuant to 
KRS Chapter 196, the Kentucky Corrections Commission grants funds for the purpose of assisting judges, throughout the 
Commonwealth, develop alternatives to incarceration.  In accordance with KRS 532.260, the Department of Corrections 
has initiated the Home Incarceration program (HIP).  The current average daily population of HIP participants is 291.

Policy

The Department of Corrections estimates a four percent growth in the number of probationers and parolees over the  
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biennium.  Much of this increase is due to accelerated parole hearings, mandatory reentry supervision release and new 
forms of supervision such as women’s medical release and parole board sanctions.   

Fiscal Year Probation and Parole Population 
2019 Actual 49,163 
2020 Estimated 50,150 
2021 Estimated 51,150 

The Budget of the Commonwealth includes additional General Fund in the amount of $3,801,300 in fiscal year 2020 
for accommodating a higher inmate population forecast than planned in the 2018-20 biennial budget.
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General Fund
Regular Appropriation 16,712,300 16,653,600 16,653,600 16,633,600
Continuing Approp-General Fund 177 1 2,700
Budget Reduction-General Fund -856,100
Other 1,066,400
 Total General Fund 16,922,777 16,653,601 16,656,300 16,633,600

SOURCE OF FUNDS

 EnactedRevised
FY 2021FY 2020

Actual
FY 2019

EXPENDITURES BY FUND SOURCE S S S S
General Fund 16,922,776 16,650,812 16,656,300 16,633,600
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 16,922,776 16,650,812 16,656,300 16,633,600

EXPENDITURES BY CLASS S S S S
Personnel Costs 41,700 41,700 41,700 41,700
Operating Expenses 440,000 268,300 268,300 268,300
Grants Loans Benefits 16,441,076 16,340,812 16,346,300 16,323,600
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 16,922,776 16,650,812 16,656,300 16,633,600

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS 16,922,777 16,653,601 16,656,300 16,633,600

PEXPENDITURES BY UNIT S FY4_Detail_ExpByU
Local Jail Allotment 11,074,700 10,068,800 10,068,800 10,048,800
Restricted Medical 931,100 792,800 792,800 792,800
Jailers' Allowance 481,700 310,000 310,000 310,000
Catastrophic Medical 476,476 849,012 854,500 851,800
Local Corrections Assistance Fund 3,958,800 4,630,200 4,630,200 4,630,200
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 16,922,776 16,650,812 16,656,300 16,633,600

FY 2018
Actual

Local Jail Support
Justice and Public Safety

The Local Jail Support program consists of five funds used to assist counties in local jail operations:  Local Jail Allotment, 
Restricted Medical Allotment, Jailer’s Allowance, Local Corrections Assistance Fund and Catastrophic Medical.  These 
programs were part of the Jail Reform package passed in the 1982 and 1984 Regular Sessions of the General Assembly.  

The Local Jail Allotment, pursuant to KRS 441.206, was established for the care and maintenance of prisoners charged with 
or convicted of violations of state law.  Funds appropriated for the Jail Allotment and Restricted Medical programs are 
distributed to each county based upon the formula in KRS 441.206.

The Jailer’s Allowance program, pursuant to KRS 441.115, trains jailers and jail personnel.  No fee is charged for this 
training.  Three hundred dollars ($300) per month is paid to jailers to help defray the costs of participation in this training 
program.  Expense allowance payments are discontinued if the jailer fails to satisfactorily complete annual continuing 
training.

The Catastrophic Medical program, pursuant to KRS 441.045, provides funds that assist counties with costs of providing 
necessary medical, dental, or psychological care beyond routine care and diagnostic services.  When the cost of providing 
such services exceeds $1,000, the county is reimbursed.  Initial reimbursements are limited by the maximum payments 
allowed for services under the Kentucky Medical Assistance Program.  

The Local Corrections Assistance Fund, pursuant to KRS 196.288 provides funding to counties based upon 25% of the 
estimated savings resulting from changes in HB463.  

Policy

Notwithstanding KRS 441.115(2), the Budget of the Commonwealth provides each jailer shall receive an expense 
allowance of $2,400 annually, at the rate of $200 per month for participation in the Jail Staff Training Program.  

Notwithstanding KRS 196.288(5)(a), $4,630,200 in fiscal year 2021 is allocated to the Local Corrections Assistance Fund.  
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The Budget of the Commonwealth includes General Fund appropriation of $860,000 in fiscal year 2021 to provide a monthly 
payment of an annual amount of $20,000 to each county with a Life Safety or Closed Jails Program.  The payment shall be 
in addition to the payment required by KRS 441.206(2).

The Budget of the Commonwealth includes General Fund appropriation in the amount of $792,800 in fiscal year 2021 for 
medical care contracts to be distributed, upon approval of the Department of Corrections, to counties by the formula codified 
in KRS 441.206, and $851,800 in fiscal year 2021, on a partial reimbursement basis, for medical claims in excess of the 
statutory threshold pursuant to KRS 441.045. 
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General Fund
Regular Appropriation 50,399,300 65,412,600 66,170,800 66,576,800
Current Year Appropriation 3,800,000
 Total General Fund 54,199,300 65,412,600 66,170,800 66,576,800

Restricted Funds
Balance Forward 7,894 21,941 2,575,400 2,575,400
Current Receipts 4,718,788 4,844,959 4,504,300 4,504,300
 Total Restricted Funds 4,726,681 4,866,901 7,079,700 7,079,700

Federal Fund
Balance Forward -40,791 -35,600
Current Receipts 1,426,102 1,582,879 2,034,100 1,672,100
Non-Revenue Receipts -35,793
 Total Federal Fund 1,390,309 1,542,088 1,998,500 1,672,100

SOURCE OF FUNDS

 EnactedRevised
FY 2021FY 2020

Actual
FY 2019

EXPENDITURES BY FUND SOURCE S S S S
General Fund 54,199,300 65,412,600 66,170,800 66,576,800
Restricted Funds 4,704,740 2,291,515 4,504,300 5,792,000
Federal Fund 1,431,100 1,577,735 1,998,500 1,672,100
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 60,335,140 69,281,850 72,673,600 74,040,900

EXPENDITURES BY CLASS S S S S
Personnel Costs 51,258,014 60,844,804 64,875,500 66,416,400
Operating Expenses 9,067,464 8,435,212 7,796,400 7,622,800
Grants Loans Benefits 9,662 1,834 1,700 1,700
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 60,335,140 69,281,850 72,673,600 74,040,900

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS 60,316,290 71,821,589 75,249,000 75,328,600

PEXPENDITURES BY UNIT S FY4_Detail_ExpByU
Office of the Public Advocate 1,518,800 1,849,267 1,908,900 1,919,700
Defense Services 54,550,919 63,051,424 66,008,000 67,766,700
Law Operations 2,303,601 2,118,006 2,185,800 2,221,300
Protection and Advocacy 1,961,821 2,263,153 2,570,900 2,133,200
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 60,335,140 69,281,850 72,673,600 74,040,900

FY 2018
Actual

Public Advocacy
Justice and Public Safety

The United States and Kentucky Constitutions provide to all Americans the right to the assistance of counsel when they 
are charged with a crime.  Those same constitutional provisions mandate that all persons who cannot afford an attorney 
and are charged with a crime that carries a potential loss of liberty be provided with an attorney by the state.  The 
Kentucky Department for Public Advocacy (DPA) was established in KRS Chapter 31 to provide representation for 
indigent persons accused of crimes (or mental states) which may result in their incarceration.  Kentucky’s mandated public 
defender services are delivered by a system consisting of full-time employed public defenders and private attorneys 
contracting with the Department to provide services primarily in situations involving conflicts of interest.  The Department, 
under the direction of the Public Advocate, is attached to the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet for administrative 
purposes.  

The Public Advocacy Commission is a 12 person governing board consisting of the Dean or designee from each of the 
three Kentucky law schools, three members appointed by the Governor from recommendations of the Kentucky Bar 
Association, one member from recommendations by the Protection and Advocacy Advisory Boards, three members at-
large. Two members are appointed by the Kentucky Supreme Court. The Commission insures the Department’s ability to 
provide independent professional representation of individual clients according to the American Bar Association Ten 
Principles of a Public Defense Delivery System (2002).

The Office of the Public Advocate is responsible for the oversight of the agency and includes the Public Advocate, Deputy 
Public Advocate, General Counsel and all strategic planning and litigation education functions
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The Office of the Public Advocate is responsible for the oversight of the agency and includes the Public Advocate, Deputy 
Public Advocate, General Counsel and all strategic planning and litigation education functions.  

The Law Operations Division provides budget, personnel, administrative, technology, facility oversight, library services, 
research, archive services and management support for the Department and its offices across the state.  

The Trial Division represents all needy persons accused of crimes punishable by loss of liberty, persons accused of 
juvenile delinquency and status offenses, and all needy persons faced with involuntary commitments due to mental state 
or condition in all of Kentucky’s 120 counties.  This includes district, circuit, drug, juvenile, mental health, veterans and 
family court venues.  

The Post-Trial Division provides mandated defender services for indigent persons after conviction.  These services 
include providing counsel to indigent persons on appeal to the KY Supreme Court and Court of Appeals, to incarcerated 
persons on post-conviction actions in state and federal court, and to all juveniles in treatment facilities.  

Kentucky Protection & Advocacy (P&A), a division within the Department of Public Advocacy attached to the Department 
for administrative purposes only, was established pursuant to Public Law 99-319 (42 USC 10805 et seq.), Public Law 
106-402 (42 USC § 15042 et seq.), and KRS 31.010 (2).  P&A seeks legal, administrative, and other appropriate 
remedies to protect and promote the rights of Kentuckians with disabilities.  The majority of funds in this division’s budget 
are federal funds that have strict non-supplanting requirements.
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